
 

Welcome to our May edition of 'The God who Speaks' newsletter - created by the  

God who Speaks Team at the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England & Wales in 

partnership with Bible Society.  

 

Every month we offer you updates on news, events and resources which we hope you'll 

find beneficial for your engagement with the Bible - whether individually, as a family, as an 

online community, parish or school, or to share the Scriptures more broadly. 

With every best wish, 

Bishop Peter M. Brignall, Chair, the God who Speaks Team.  

  

 

  
 

 

MAY SCRIPTURE: ACTS 2: 2-4. 

2 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 

like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. 
3 
Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. 
4 
All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  
 

  

 

  
 

 

FOCUS ON PENTECOST 

This month we celebrate Pentecost from a variety 

of perspectives - godwhospeaks.uk/pentecost 

We also support the global ecumenical initiative - 

Thy Kingdom Come - which promotes daily 

prayer from Ascension to Pentecost to encourage 

more people to know Jesus. See their new 

resources here - www.thykingdomcome.global  
 

  

 

  

https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=23c85637a3&e=7c030955cd
https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=7b45405957&e=7c030955cd


 

 

PENTECOST BEYOND WORDS 

Pentecost and barriers to language. 

Rosie MacIntyre from Portsmouth Diocese 

explores how the Holy Spirit communicates 

beyond words in her super article on Pentecost 

and our communities with learning disabilities. 

Rosie challenges us to rethink how we share our 

faith and how we gain much depth in our spiritual 

life from other forms of communication.  

godwhospeaks.uk/pentecost-and-barriers-to-

language  
 

  

 

  
 

 

WAIT, GO, COME:  

God's Word and the Power of Pentecost 

Dr Maria Heath from Northampton Diocese 

encourages us to look at Pentecost and 

discipleship. Are we sharing the Good News with 

passion and confident hearts? How does Jesus 

show us the way to live out the Pentecost 

invitation in the world today? Using the three 

words Wait, Go, Come - Maria inspires us to 

action and transformation in hearts and minds. 

godwhospeaks.uk/spirit-and-life  
 

  

 

  

https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=551669cdf0&e=7c030955cd
https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=551669cdf0&e=7c030955cd
https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=148be0ea4e&e=7c030955cd


 

 

O FOR THE WINGS OF A DOVE  

What is so significant about the dove in the Bible 

and our Faith? The dove appears in both the Old 

and New Testaments as well as in many other 

ancient cultures and faiths. It has a powerful 

legacy for us in its symbolism, not least in its 

representation as the Holy Spirit in art and 

poetry. 

Fleur Dorrell takes us on a flight path of the dove 

and what it means to us and our Church as we 

celebrate this Feast of Pentecost. 

godwhospeaks.uk/o-for-the-wings-of-a-dove 

 

Detail from John Everett Millais' painting: 

The Return of the Dove to the Ark, 1851. 

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.  
 

  

 

  
 

 

HEARTS ON FIRE:  

Dovetailing Faith and Prayer this Pentecost 

Canon Chris Thomas, General Secretary to the 

Catholic Bishops' Conference, looks at how the 

Spirit was always part of Jesus’ life, and after 

Ascension and Pentecost, how the Spirit became 

the animator of the early Church. This article 

offers us much to pray and reflect with as well as 

an invitation to mission throughout this pandemic. 

godwhospeaks.uk/hearts-on-fire 
 

  

 

  

 

RACIAL JUSTICE AWARENESS 

Our Lady of Fátima Church in White City, West 

London shares their important discussions 

around racial justice in both a video and parish 

resource which you can access here to raise 

awareness and bring about change. We want 

people to see themselves, their race, their culture 

and their history in the Church’s life and celebrate 

https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=5b5eac8552&e=7c030955cd
https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=e7f6c115ab&e=7c030955cd


 

our rich diversity. godwhospeaks.uk/catholic-

parish-discussion-on-racial-justice  
 

  

 

  
 

 

BORDERS & BELONGING: 

The Book of Ruth: A Story for our Times 

by Padraig O Tuama & Glenn Jordan 

The ancient story of Ruth tells of an outsider, a 

migrant facing uncertainty in a strange land, a 

vulnerable female in a foreign culture; yet Ruth 

draws out generosity and justice and is herself 

the gift that will shape a new future for the people 

she chose as her own. This superb book shows 

what one woman's loyalty can teach us in our 

current world of borders, barriers, economic and 

family instability. Canterbury Press.  
 

  

 

 

https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=67c3643bf5&e=7c030955cd
https://cbcew.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a25022426aa99bb75caf928a4&id=67c3643bf5&e=7c030955cd

