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13 November 2020 

Dear Father  

Writing of the issues surrounding the pandemic and, in particular, the 

regulations concerning the prohibition relating to the gathering of people for 

communal worship in churches, Cardinal Vincent Nichols as President of the 

Bishops’ Conference has said: 

“At this difficult moment, we ask that, as a Catholic community, we make 

full use of our churches as places of individual prayer and sources of 

solace and help. We must sustain each other in our patterns of prayer, 

joining a national shared moment of prayer each day at 6pm and 

observing the Vigil of Christ the King (21 November) as a day of prayer for 

the ending of this pandemic. And we encourage you all in your practical 

service and support of each other and those in need around you”. 

To assist in this endeavour, I attach prayers devotions and intercessions which 

may be used in the days leading up to the Feast of Christ the King. Some of them 

might be suitable for a Holy Hour on the vigil of the feast and for publication in 

parish newsletters and websites. 

 

Archbishop of Cardiff 

& Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Menevia  
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These notes & Prayers may be used in preparation for the feast 
 

BACKGROUND ON THIS FEAST 
This feast day was instituted by Pope Pius XI on December 11th in 1925 within 
the encyclical letter Quas Primas. The Holy Father was responding to the fact 
that the world was becoming increasingly nationalistic and secular. 
Governments were claiming more and more allegiance from their citizens and 
attempting to replace God. 
 

"While nations insult the beloved name of our Redeemer by suppressing all 

mention of it in their conferences and parliaments, we must all the more loudly 

proclaim his kingly dignity and power, all the more universally affirm his rights."  

Quas Primas, 25 
 

Pope Pius XI, therefore, created this feast to help the faithful to remember that 

allegiance to Christ is above any allegiance to government of a nation. 
 

"The faithful, moreover, by meditating upon these truths, will gain much 

strength and courage, enabling them to form their lives after the true Christian 

ideal. If to Christ our Lord is given all power in heaven and on earth; if all men, 

purchased by his precious blood, are by a new right subjected to his dominion; 

if this power embraces all men, it must be clear that not one of our faculties is 

exempt from his empire. He must reign in our minds, which should assent with 

perfect submission and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines of 

Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the law and precepts of 

God. He must reign in our hearts which should spurn natural desires and love 

God above all things, and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies and 

in our members, which should serve as instruments of justice unto God.” Quas 

Primas, 33 

“When we pay honour to the princely dignity of Christ, men will doubtless be 

reminded that the Church, founded by Christ as a perfect society, has a natural 

and inalienable right to perfect freedom and immunity from the power of the 

state; and that in fulfilling the task committed to her by God of teaching, ruling, 

and guiding to eternal bliss those who belong to the kingdom of Christ, she 

cannot be subject to any external power.” Quas Primas, 31  

Let us pray to Jesus the King of all nations, he is Christ the King! 
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PRAYER FOR THE NATION 

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

Loving God, 
at this time of crisis 

when so many are suffering, 
we pray for our nation and our world. 

 
Give our leaders wisdom, 

our Health Service strength, 
our people hope. 

 
Lead us through these parched 

and difficult days 
to the fresh springs of joy and 

comfort that we find in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

AMEN 

Loving Father God 
Be with us in our distress: 

with our families, friends and neighbours, 
 our country and our world. 

 
Give health to the sick, 

hope to the fearful, 
and comfort to the mourners. 

 
Give wisdom to our frontline 

and key workers, 
insight to our government 

and patience to us all; 
 

Overcome disease with the 
power of your new life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

AMEN 
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CHRIST THE KING NOVENA PRAYERS 

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship. We 

pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 

O Prince of Peace, may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the 

world. 

 

As we reflect on Your second, glorious coming and the judgment of all humanity, 

show us mercy and give us the grace to become great saints. We pray that not 

only will we spend eternity with You but that You may use us to bring others into 

Your Kingdom for Your glory. 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen 

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to your Kingship.  

We Pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 

We pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. O Prince of Peace, 

may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the world. 

 

As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all mankind, 

we beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great saints. We 

pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may use us  

sinners to bring others into Your kingdom for Your glory. 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 
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MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship. We 
pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. We 
pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. we pray for the grace 
to fervently bring about Your kingdom in our families and Communities. O Prince 
of Peace, may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the world. 
 
As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all mankind, 

we beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great saints. We 

pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may use us  

sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen 

 

TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship.  
We pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 
We pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. We pray for the 
grace to fervently bring about Your kingdom in my family and Community. We 
pray that you will reign in my mind. O Prince of Peace, may Your reign be 
complete in our lives and in the life of the world. 
 
As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all mankind, 

we beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great saints. We 

pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may use us  as 

sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen  
Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship. We 
pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. We 
pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. We pray for the grace 
to fervently bring about Your kingdom in our families and Community. We pray 
that You will reign in our minds. We pray that you will reign in our hearts. O 
Prince of Peace, may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the 
world. 
 
As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all mankind, 
We beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great saints. We 
pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may use us  
sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 

 

THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship.  
We pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 
We pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. We pray for the 
grace to fervently bring about Your kingdom in our families and Communities. 
We pray that You will reign in our minds. We pray that You will reign in our 
hearts. We pray that You will reign in our will. O Prince of Peace, may Your reign 
be complete in our lives and in the life of the world. 
 
As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all mankind, 
I beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great saints. We 
pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may use us 
sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 

 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 
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FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship.  
We pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 
We pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. We pray for the 
grace to fervently bring about Your kingdom in our families and Communities. 
We pray that You will reign in my mind. We pray that you will reign in our hearts. 
We pray that you will reign in our will. We pray that you will reign in our bodies. 

 
O Prince of Peace, may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the 
world. As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all 
mankind, We beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great 
saints. We pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may 
use us sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 
                 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 

 

SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship.  
We pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 
We pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. We pray for the 
grace to fervently bring about Your kingdom in our families and Communities. 
We pray that You will reign in my mind. We pray that you will reign in our hearts. 
We pray that you will reign in our will. We pray that you will reign in our bodies. 
We pray You will reign throughout all the world.  
 

O Prince of Peace, may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the 
world. As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all 
mankind, We beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great 
saints. We pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may 
use us sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 
                 

Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 
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SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Amen  

 

Christ, our Saviour and our King, renew in us allegiance to Your Kingship.  

We pray for the grace to place You above the powers of this world in all things. 

We pray for the grace to obey You before any civic authority. We pray for the 

grace to fervently bring about Your kingdom in my family and Community. We 

pray that You will reign in our minds. We pray that you will reign in our hearts. 

We pray that you will reign in our will. We pray that you will reign in our bodies. 

We pray You will reign throughout all the world. We pray that You will reign in 

every area of our lives.  

 

O Prince of Peace, may Your reign be complete in our lives and in the life of the 

world. As we reflect on your second, glorious coming and the judgement of all 

mankind, we beg You to show us mercy and give us the grace to become great 

saints. We pray that not only will we spend eternity with You but that You may 

use us  sinners to bring others into Your Kingdom for Your glory. 

                Christ the King, Your Kingdom come! 

Amen. 
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DAILY THEMES  

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 

FAMILY, FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES 

We lift to God those we hold in our hearts. Praying for their health, their well-

being and their sense of hope. We pray that even when loved ones cannot 

physically be together they would not feel apart. 

We ask for God’s help in our communicating and our caring. 

MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER 

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

We pray for all those involved in shaping young lives. We give God thanks for 

the sacrifice and commitment of teachers and all those involved in serving 

children and young people in education. We pray that all might be nurtured and 

cared for and that every needful resource would be made available that all lives 

can flourish even in these difficult times and that no-one would be overlooked. 

TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 

ELDERLY, ISOLATED AND VULNERABLE 

We echo God’s commitment to those most at risk of this virus by praying today 

for those who are particularly vulnerable and isolated: praying for their 

deliverance, protection and comfort. We hold before God those who care for 

them that they would be strengthened and encouraged in this work. 

WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 

BUSINESSES, THE WORKPLACE AND ECONOMIC WELLBEING. 

In this time of great challenge, we pray for the economic wellbeing of the 

country. We remember before God those who face great uncertainty in their 

work. We lift before God those who have lost their jobs and face an uncertain 

and difficult future. We pray for a renewed commitment to our common life 

together. 
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THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 

THE NHS AND OTHER KEY WORKERS 

Our God is the great healer. Today we voice our gratitude for those who serve 

this country in the National Health Service and pray for that God would prosper 

the work of their hands-that they would all be encouraged in their continued 

work of sacrifice and care amongst us. 

 

FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER 

NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

We pray for those who are in positions of authority with responsibility for 

decision making at national and local level at this difficult time. We ask that God 

would give great wisdom, deep commitment to all and right judgement. 

 

SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER 

ALL WHO ARE GRIEVING, & ALL SUFFERING WITH PHYSICAL  

AND MENTAL ILL-HEALTH 

‘Lord the one you love is sick….’ John II v 3 

We bring to God all those who suffer in body, mind, spirit or with grief. We ask 

that in God’s great loving kindness they might know His sustaining presence  

amidst their pain. We pray for those who are stretched beyond their own 

capacity to cope and remain hopeful – that in the roar of these waterfalls God 

would bring a sense of coherence, comfort and strength. 
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PRAYER TO JESUS CHRIST THE KING 

O Divine king, Jesus, our Redeemer, our Saviour, our Master and our Model, we 

renew today the total consecration of our being to You, begging You to take 

absolute dominion over us. Be our Sovereign, our Ruler, our Guide. Direct and 

govern us entirely, so that everything may turn to Your greater glory. Be king of 

our memory, our intellect, our will, our emotions. We will all be completely 

subject to You and we invite You to reign in us. 

YOURS IS A KINGDOM OF TRUTH, OF LOVE, OF JUSTICE AND OF PEACE. 

Grant that Your reign of Truth may be established in our minds, destroying all 

error, decent and illusion. Enlighten us by Your divine wisdom. 

Grant that Your reign of Love may be completely established in our will, to move 

it, draw it, and direct it always, so that we may no longer be moved by self-love 

or by creatures but by Your Holy Spirit alone. Make this will of ours strong, 

generous, constant. Make it grow stronger by the persevering exercise of virtue 

and by the gifts of Your Holy Spirit. 

Grant that Your reign of Justice may be established in all our actions, so that all 

that we do may be a work of holiness accomplished with purity of intention and 

with the greatest fidelity in order to please You and accomplish Your holy will. 

Grant that Your reign of peace may be established not only in our souls, but also 

in our sensibilities, so that, in harmony with the superior part of our soul it may 

give You glory and neither retard us nor be an obstacle to union with You. 

AMEN 
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A PRAYER TO CHRIST THE KING 

O Jesus Christ, we acknowledge you as universal king. All that has been made 

has been created for You. We renew our Baptismal Vows. We renounce Satan, 

his pomp and his works; we promise to live as good Christians. And, in particular 

we do pledge ourselves to labour, to the best of our ability, for the triumph of 

the rights of God and of Your Church. Divine Heart of Jesus, to You do we offer 

our services. Labouring that all hearts may acknowledge Your sacred kingship, 

and that thus the reign of Your peace be established throughout the whole 

universe.  

Amen. 

                                        A FAMILY PRAYER 

Loving God, you know us and all that we are facing. We thank you that we can 
come to you as we are — with all our fears and concerns, our difficulties and 
challenges. Please draw close to each of us and those we remember before you 
now. Bring to us your peace and comfort. And fill us with your Spirit that we may 
be bearers of your grace and hope to others. 
 
As a country protect us, encourage us and keep us. In the name of your Son Jesus 
we pray.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE NATION 

Lord Jesus Christ in these dark and difficult days we turn our hearts to you. In 

ages past you have delivered our nation from disaster. Do it again we pray. Give 

Wisdom beyond human wisdom to our leaders. Give strength beyond human 

strength to the NHS and all our frontline workers. Give comfort beyond human 

comfort to children and the elderly and all who grieve. Lord, Jesus Christ. In 

these dark and difficult days, turn your face towards us, have mercy upon us, 

and heal our land we pray. 

Amen. 
 
Loving God, your Son Jesus Christ came that we might have life and have it 
abundantly; pour out your blessing upon our nation; where there is illness, bring 
your healing touch; where there is fear, strengthen us with the knowledge of 
your presence; where there is uncertainty, build us up in faith; where there is 
dishonesty, lead us into truth; where there is discord, may we know the 
harmony of your love; this we ask in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 
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FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

BIDDING PRAYERS 

For the Holy Catholic Church, for Francis our Pope, George our bishop, and all 

bishops, priests and deacons, we pray to the Lord: 

Lord Hear Our prayer 

For the leaders of our country and the world, that they may be guided in the 

ways of justice and peace, imitating Christ’s love and mercy, we pray to the Lord: 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For our celebration of the Feast of Christ the King. That it would be a time of 

reflection on our crucified Lord, and an opportunity for us to imitate his attitude 

of humility and service to others, we pray to the lord: 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For all the sick and suffering, the homeless, the unemployed, those suffering 

from addictions, and anyone in any kind of distress, we pray to the Lord: 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For all those in our community, that we may follow in the footsteps of our Lord 

and serve those around us, we pray to the Lord: 

Lord Hear Our prayer 

For all those who have died, especially………….,for whom this Mass is offered, we 

pray to the Lord: 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For our own needs and intentions, that we now recall in our hearts, we pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 


